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Since the collapse of the former Soviet Union, the socio-economic development of the independent
countries proceeded in different ways. Some countries chose the European vector and some
immediately joined the European Union, while the others do not yet openly express such a
tendency. During the 30-year period of the market economy development, some common and
specific tendencies appeared in the independent countries. The goal of the present paper is to
examine the relation between the two major problems in the post-Soviet countries such as
migration and unemployment. According to the findings of the study, jobs deficit and low salaries
became the favorable factor for intensification of the migration processes. In some countries the
unemployment rate would be even higher unless the emigration flows were so intensive. During
the research period, the number of population significantly decreased in eight post-Soviet
countries, including Georgia. That was conditioned by both economic (jobs deficit, low salaries)
and political factors — disruption of territorial integrity, globalization tendencies, desire and
opportunity of receiving high salaries (the Baltic states), etc. The economic development proceeded
in quite different way in the Russian Federation, where the population also declined, but the rich
energy resources allows the country to employ the job seekers from different countries. Population
significantly increased in six energy-rich countries, which do not yet openly show the tendency
towards the Western vector of development. In some countries (e.g. in Georgia) the migration
balance of population declines at the expense of immigrants from the other countries (despite the
jobs deficit). Personal remittances from the overseas are important for the country, but that cannot
cover the loss caused by the emigration of domestic workforce. © 2020 Bull. Georg. Natl. Acad. Sci.
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In the early 1990s, the independent states formed ~ the post-Soviet period, certain tendencies

after the collapse of the former Soviet Union
developed in different ways. Their development
was based on different economic doctrines. A
group of the post-Soviet countries chose the
European vector from the very beginning.
Another larger group of the countries do not

openly pursue such a vector. During 30 years of

appeared in the independent countries. The
present paper examines two major problems such
as migration and unemployment. Various aspects
of this problem are studied in the papers of
different scientists [1-13].

In 1990-2018 the number of world population
increased (by 43.8%). The number of population in
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EU countries increased by 7.4%, while it decreased
in many post-Soviet countries (but not in the Baltic
States). It decreased by 21.9% (the greatest decrease)

in Georgia (calculated on the basis of:
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.POP.TOTL?end
=2018&start=1960&view=chart (08.01.2020)).

In the 1990s there was a large wave of

emigration in Georgia due to the severe
economic situation and territorial conflicts in the
country. The migration level increase was also
noticeable in later years. It was also great in
Armenia, Ukraine, and the Baltic states.

Migration balance in Georgia, i.e. difference
between the immigrants and emmigrants, was great
in 2002-2012, while in the following years it
significantly decreased (Fig. 1).

In 2012-2018, the migration balance decline in
Georgia was caused by the increased number of
immigrants from different countries. According to
the Geostat data of 2018 (geostat.ge/en/modules/
categories/316/population-and-demography), the
majority of the emmigrants and immigrants are 15-
64-year old, mostly the men. The increased number
of emmigrants come from Russia, Turkey, Iran,

Azerbaijan, India, Ukraine, Armenia, the US,

0

China, Greece and other countries, while the largest

flow of immigrants move to the Russian

Federation, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Ukraine and
others.

Given the above-mentioned facts, it is necessary
to implement migration regulations, to increase
national production and to create new jobs.

As mentioned above, the scale of migration is
stimulated by unemployment. In most post-Soviet
countries the unemployment rate is high. In 1991-
2019 the average annual unemployment rate
ranged from 4.4% (1991) to 5.0% (2019) in the
world, and from 11.2% (1994) to 6.5% (2019) in
the EU (Table 1).

Thus, in Georgia, Armenia, Moldova, Ukraine,
Latvia and Tajikistan the unemployment rate is
higher than the average rate in the EU member
countries, while in the energy-rich countries, which
are dependent on the world prices of those
resources, the unemployment rate is less. Georgia,
Ukraine and Moldova will fail to meet the
indicators”

“Integration required for EU

membership unless the rate of unemployment is

significantly reduced.
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Fig. 1 Migration balance in Georgia.*

Calculated according: https://www.geostat.ge/ka/modules/categories/3 16/mosakhleoba-da-demografia (08.01.2020).

*The assessment data for 2002-2011 and the data for 2012 based on the information of MIA Border Police.
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Table 1. Unemployment rate (%)

< g% < © < § § g g !
= = = > ) g 7 RZ] ] I
- | & | < S| =S| & | 3|3 2| & | 2| 5] & |EE
1991 | 27| 09| 16| 19| 19| 15| 27| 11| 51| 06] 09| 19| 19| 14
2003 | 11.5] 93| 112] 9.1 8| 113] 12.1] 129 82| 102] 88| 92| 13.9] 92
2004 | 12.6] 8| 112]| 86| 82| 103| 11.7] 10.7] 78| 93| 84| 81| 134] 82
2005 | 13.8| 73| 108 72| 73 8| 10| 83| 7.1| 85| 81| 69| 13| 7.4
2006 | 13.6] 66| 103| 68| 74| 59 71 58| 71| 76| 78| 56| 11.9]| 64
2007 | 133]| 65| 98| 64| 51| 46| 61| 43 6| 68| 73 5| 11| 54
2008 | 17.9| 6.1| 164| 64| 34| 55| 77| 58| 62| 61| 66| 5| 109| 45
2009 | 183| 57| 188| 88| 64| 13.6] 17.5] 13.8] 83| 61| 66| 51| 11.5| 44
2010 | 17.4] 56| 19| 81| 75| 167| 195| 17.8] 74| 61| 58| 54| 11.6| 4
2001 | 173| 54| 184| 79| 67| 133| 162| 154| 65| 61| 54| 5| 11.6] 4
2012 | 172 52| 173 75| 56| 10| 151| 13.4] 54| 6| 53| 49| 11.7] 4
2013 | 17 5| 162 72| 51| 86| 119] 118] 55 6| 52| 49| 118 4
2014 | 146 49| 175 93| 39| 74| 109] 107] 52| 59| 51| 51| 11.7] 39
2015 | 141 5| 183 92| 37| 62| 99| 91| 56| 59| 49| 52| 114] 38
2016 | 14| 5| 17.6] 94| 42| 68| 96| 79| 56| 59 5| 52 11] 38
2017 | 14| 5| 188| 95| 41| 58| 87| 7.1] 52| 57| 49 51 107] 37
2018 | 141| 52| 17.7| 94| 34| 55| 79 6| 47| 57| 49| 52| 109] 38
2019 | 143| 54| 177 93| 3.7| 59| 82| 66| 46| 58| 54| 55| 11.1] 3.9

Calculated on the basis of: https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.UEM.TOTL.ZS (08.01.2020).

However, the migration rate is very high in
Georgia and in some other post-Soviet countries,
where a peculiar tendency is marked in recent years:
in previous years, the immigrants' share in gross
migration was significantly higher, while in recent
years, for example in Georgia, the migration balance
is sharply reduced due to the increased number of
immigrants from different countries that can cause
changes in demographics of the country in future.

In conditions of globalization it is impossible to
resist the migration of the workforce because the
personal remittances are very important for the
emigrants, for their families and for the nation, but
for national economy it is more important to create
adequately paid new jobs for local workforce.

The more the migration rate the more the
personal remittances (both monetary and natural)
increase, especially in the early stages. The
personal remittances are significant for some
countries, while their share in total GDP of the
world and the EU countries is small with 08% and
0.7%, respectively (Table 2).
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Table 2. Personal remittances received (current USS$),
2018

Personal Personal
remittances remittances share

($ billion) in GDP (%)
World 624.5 0.8
European Union 121.1 0.7
Georgia 2 11.6
Azerbaijan 1.2 2.6
Armenia 1.5 12
Ukraine 14.7 11.2
Moldova 1.8 16.1
Estonia 0.6 1.8
Latvia 1.2 3.6
Lithuania 1.4 2.6
Russia 8.6 0.5
Belarus 1.2 2
Kazakhstan 0.6 0.4
Uzbekistan” 2.5 3
Tajikistan™ 2.2 313
Kyrgyzstan 2.7 33.2
Turkmenistan 1.6 0.1

*2016; 2017

Calculated on the basis of:
https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/BX. TRF.PWKR.CD.
DT,; ttps://data.worldbank.org/indicator/
BX.TRF.PWKR.DT.GD.ZS (09.01.2020)
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Thus, the personal remittances do not play an
important role in the economies of the world and
EU countries, energy-rich post-Soviet countries
and Belarus, as well as in the EU member post-
Soviet states, while they are important for the
economies of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Moldova,
Armenia, Georgia and Ukraine.

Overall, during the analysis period the number
of population decreased significantly in eight
post-Soviet countries (mostly in Georgia) due to
economic (jobs deficit, low salaries) and political
factors

— disruption of territorial integrity,

globalization  tendencies, motivation and

opportunity of high salaries (the Baltic states), etc.

93068035

The way of economic development proceeded in
quite a different way in the Russian Federation,
where the population also declined, but the rich
energy resources allows the country to employ the
foreign workforce. Mainly, the population sharply
increased in six energy-rich countries. They do not
yet openly show the tendency towards the Western
vector of development. In some countries (e.g. in
Georgia) the migration balance of population is
declining, where the jobs deficit is the main factor
of development. Personal remittances play an
important role in the economic development of

some countries.

3L GBIV FMYOO BogMdEo0LS s MBmdgatmdols BrmyogMmo

G9b9bs0s

5. Loansgdg®, M. 5005690dz0o™, b. LoEsysdg®

* 530009800 9300, 03569 x0935b0F30¢m0l 08oerobol bsbgerdfogm «bogzgtlbodgdo, 9306mdoz0bs s

30BbgLol RBs379cmHIA0, 0980¢olo, bsgstrorggerm

03569 35356083000l 08oerobol bsbyerdfogm «bozgGlbodgdo, 93026030305 s 8oBbybob

R3379CAIA0, 080¢rolo, bsgstrorg9erm

§ 02830629950 53509905, B0EOLO, bsgs®H039¢mm

gmgogro LsdFmos 39300Mmol  ©sdemols 879¢0gy, ©YIMMI0EIBdIMO  J3gybgdol  LmEosgrm®-
03MbmAogmMo 936300056070 gsblbgszgdMEo 3Bgdom fFatmodsmoms. Jgggbgdol ghmds xameds
936m3mo 39dGMMo 506805, Bmaoghmo dsmysbo 0dmsgomgg sfigamosbs gamm3sgdo®do.
J3946900L 9gméy oo X3MBO 59 39dEHMMOLZIE LHMIBRIL X IM-XIMMBO0 POSE 56 537®sz69dL.
LdsBOHM 93mbmdogol d8gbgdemdol 30-§ierosb gdmdsdo, 50 g3gybgdols sdmmzogdermdol 3bsby
350m0339000  Lsghmm s  L3gaoxozm®o  Ggbwgbgogdo. {jobsdgdsty bsdbmdol dobsbos
3Bl IMMG J3ggbgddo mMo MIbodzbgammgsbglo oligoo 3GmdEgdol MBGmoghorgsgzdomols
35003300039, BHMMOIdOEss: 30aMs30s s MdmdgzMmds. 33¢rg30L 8gmga® Jomgdmemo @slszgbols
dobggoo: Lsdmdsm 5a0MNd0l IBOGOGHO ©S VMO sbsDPomMYds 2obES F0gaMOEowEo
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36m3gLgdol gslisderogmgdgemo bmgogmo bossyo; Moy J39gbgddo MO sGs gdogMmsgool oo

Goems, MAmBgzdmdol AsldGHedgdo 3oEgs dgho 0dbgdmes; Lssbsgrobm  JgMomedo, ©gzs
30 BLsdFmmG J3994obs8o, 36083bgemmgbs Gg930M@s dmbisbergmdol Gogbmgbmds, ds0 dmMol
Lsdfmbs®me, gzgma®y g@o© — ULsgedomggmmdo. smbodbmmo  gsbs3oMmmds,  Mmymg
03Mbmdogm®ds (Bsdwmdsc 50gd0L EIBOGOGHO, VO SB5BEsMMYdS), Sggg dmeroGogm™ds
B5JHMOI — GHIPoGHMGOMmo dmosbmdOl ELMM39350, FEMBIETODIEo0L BgbwgbiEogdds,
350500 565BsMMYd0L Fomgdols bry@Mzods-GglsdergdammdgdAs (doendooldoms Jgggbgdo) s ibg.;

356Ubgs39dmmo 3bom gsbzomsMms MHMligool BgEMmsEool 93mbmdogs, Lawsa dggg B9dzoMws
3mbsbengmdol Hogbmgbmds, 03dEs 3o gbgmymmglmligdol Bumdom, o 503 sbymbgdls
Ubgs J3994bgd0csb Lsdwdsml 35d09dgerms sgdgdsl; doMmomamasm 9bgpmmglim®ligdoo 3EoEs®
0d3b 39996580 dmbsbengmdol Hogbmgbmds 833907M5® 350B3MES. 0lbo XIM-XIMMBOM MOSE G
505905369096 996300050700 VIZE GO 39dGHMMOLIID LHOIBZL; Bowzgmer Jggybgddo (8sy.,
Lsgommggenmdo) bimem mesdm d3oMgds dmlsbergmdols dogmagowmmo Lagrom bbgs J3996gd0wsb
000Mm0MgdmMEo  dmlsbergmdol bsbxbg (dombgsgs bsdmdsm  5@0mgdol  EIBOEOGOLS);
MEbmgmoEsb  3oMmso  gbsgbommgdo  LsBsdmemm  ggggbolismgol  3bodgbganmgsbos,  Top@sd

L59s9vmemm dmBsbgamol g8ogMmE000 33630MmMdYdMEmo B35GBl 3MI39bLoMYds 530l bty by
306 dmbgogdo.
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